
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Chester-le-Street Ramblers Group held on  20th. Jan. 2010 at 7.30pm at the Chester
le Street Golf Club.

Number of members present : 31

Apologies were received from Hilary Stout and Judy Rutter

Opening Statement by Chairperson Irene Bell.
Irene gave a welcome to all present and confirmed our mission statement, which is
"We as a group continue to grow in strength and numbers and we retain our reputation as a friendly group, with an excellent
walking and social programme."
The protocol for meetings will be as follows :
a) all meetings will be held on neutral ground
b) all business will be formal and will be conducted through the chair.
c) Visitors and /or observers will have no say unless invited to speak through the chair.  They will have no vote.  Attendance
will be by invitation from the chair.  As a courtesy, and to allow the committee to investigate and collect information, questions
should be presented to the secretary at least 14 days in advance.
d) All monies collected from bus trips and social occasions must be banked, and a balance sheet presented to the treasurer
within 14 days.  The treasurer should have access to the accounts for the bus trips and social occasions.  Cheques must have 3
official signatories (Bill, Pauline and Bob and they must be signed by 2 of these 3 people.

The minutes of the previous AGM (2008) were circulated, read  and accepted as a true record.

Matters arising  from the minutes : none

Chairperson's Report. (Irene Bell).

1)Irene gave a brief summary of the walks season.
2)She then reported on a meeting she had attended in Durham in November 2009 with representatives from the Ramblers
Northern Area and Tom Franklin (chief executive).  Matters discussed were :

a)Ramblers strategy 2008 - 2013 - basically, "looking for a walking Britain."
b)Finances - HQ income had not matched expenditure and various things were being incorporated to cut down on

overheads.  These included redundancies, relocation of HQ in 5 years time and shutting down of offices for Scotland and
Wales.
3)Training.  Irene suggested that training be put in place for walks leaders, coupled with courses on First Aid and GPS.
4)The Ramblers were encouraged to celebrate 75th. anniversary in 2010 with key events such as the Baton Relay, Get Walking
day, Festival of Winter Walks.
A fuller version of this report is available from the Chairperson.

Secretary’s Report. (Bryan Stout).
1. Bryan reported that after many years of good service, Harry Preece was resigning from the committee.  Irene Kineson  and

Muriel Goode were resigning from the social committee and Kath. Nixon had previously resigned.
2. The membership has fallen, in line with National trends. It is presently 95.
3. Membership fees are now £29.50 single standard, £17.50 single concession, £39.50 joint standard , £23.50 joint

concessions.  Information ( in extremely small print ) states that "reduced rates are intended for people who through
whatever circumstances, cannot afford the standard rates."

4. Volunteers are definitely required for committee positions, especially the social committee.

Treasurer’s Report. (Bob Moat)

1. Bob presented audited accounts showing a balance of £141.99.
2. He reported that for a variety of reasons HQ expenditure was above income and strong measures were in place to rectify

this.

Footpaths Secretary’s Report. (David Middleton)

David reported that .
1. Footpaths reports to D.C.C.are now computerised.  This will hopefully mean there will be more feedback.
2. Audrey Watson reported on progress about an attempt to link Chester Moor by footpath to the lane leading to the Foxglove

Garden Centre.  Discussion took place, and Audrey and David pointed out that no progress had been made because horses
were kept on the land.



3. Tom Haddon still maintains that the quality of the Stella Gill footpath is still not up to standard.
Walks Co -ordinator’s Report. (Bill Fairnington)

1. Bill thanked all walks leaders.
2. Average attendance on all walks is down to about 20+, mainly due to the weather.
3. A new walks programme is now at the printer's.
4. Remuneration to drivers from passengers was discussed.  It was pointed out that this is voluntary and should be paid at the

end of the walk.  It was agreed that the figure be £3 for uinder 30 miles and £5 for over 30 miles.

Social Committee report. (Val Moat)

1. Val appealed for new members of the committee, which at present only consists of herself and Chris Leach.
2. Val presented a full list of the many social events which had taken place, including a silent movies evening and a 5 day

coach holiday to Scotland.
3. Most events have been well attended, for example St.George's Night 57 and Xmas dinner 69
4. Val thanked everybody who had helped.

Any Other Business

Irene Bell gave thanks to Harry for 20 years service to the C.L.S.Ramblers.
Alan Hedley asked for information to be obtained about the Corporate Manslaughter Act and its implications for walks leaders.

Election Of Officers.

The following officers were re -elected unopposed :- Chairperson. Irene Bell
Secretary.  Bryan Stout.
Treasurer.  Bob Moat.
Auditors.  Bill Fairnington and Alan Hedley.
Footpaths Secretary.  David Middleton.
Walks Co-ordinator.  Bill Fairnington.
Co -opted member, Stan Rodham
Social Organiser, Val Moat

Audrey Watson volunteered to become a co -opted member.

The Committee consists of Chairperson  Irene Bell, Secretary Bryan Stout, Treasurer Bob Moat, Footpaths Secretary David
Middleton, Walks Co-ordinator Bill Fairnington, Social Organiser Val Moat , and co -opted members  Audrey Watson and
Stan Rodham.
Any CLS Club member can attend a Committee meeting but has no voting rights.

The Social Committee consists of   Chris Leach and Val Moat.
I
Any Other Business.

The Meeting closed at 9.00 pm.


